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bitterness still in her chalice. The people scowled
upon her no less now that she was a marchioness
than before, and the great ladies who were ordered
to attend the King's " cousin" into France did
their service but sourly : whilst Francis had to be
conciliated with all sorts of important concessions
before he could be got to welcome "the lady"
into his realm. When, at last, he consented,
ubecause she would have gone in any case; for
the King cannot be an hour without her," Francis
did it gallantly, and with good grace, for, after
all, Anne was just then the strongest prop in
England of the French alliance.
Katharine, from afar off, watched these pro-
ceedings with scornful resentment. Henry had
no chivalry, no generosity, and saved his repudi-
ated wife no humiliation that he could deal her
in reward for her obstinacy. He had piled rich
gifts upon Anne, but her greed for costly gew-
gaws was insatiable; and when the preparations
for her visit to France were afoot she coveted the
Queen's jewels. Henry's sister, the Duchess of
Suffolk, Queen Dowager of France, had been made
to surrender her valuables to the King's favourite ;
but when Henry sent a message to his wife bidding
her give up her jewels, the proud princess blazed
out in indignant anger at the insult. "Tell the
King," she said, " that I cannot send them to
him ; for when lately, according to the custom of
this realm, I presented him with a New Year's
gift, he warned me to send him no such presents
for the future. Besides, it is offensive and insult-
ing to me, and would weigh upon my conscience,
if I were led to give up my jewels for such a